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Alcohol-related injuries are a frequent occurrence in Western Australia (WA), with 1,017 
Western Australians hospitalised every month due to an alcohol-caused injury.1 Alcohol can 
result in significant harm to the WA community and place pressure on our healthcare 
system, with a Western Australian hospitalised every 25 minutes for alcohol-related harm.1 
More information regarding alcohol-related injuries is available in Injury Matters Alcohol-
related Injuries in Western Australia Position Paper and the WA’s Hidden Crisis: Harm from 
alcohol report.   
 
Injury Matters welcomes the current review being undertaken by the Department of Local 
Government, Sport and Cultural Industries into WA’s Liquor Laws and the opportunity that it 
presents to reduce the harm that alcohol has on the WA community. Outlined below are 
Injury Matters key priorities for how WA’s liquor laws can be modified to further regulate how 
alcohol can be made available and promoted in our community.   
 
 

1. Introduction of a minimum (floor) price for alcohol in WA 
 
Alongside Cancer Council WA and other leading harm reduction organisations, Injury 
Matters calls for the introduction of a minimum price for alcohol in WA. This price should be 
set as a level informed by evidence, regularly adjusted for inflation and be complemented by 
additional investment in alcohol and other drug treatment and support services as part of a 
comprehensive approach to minimising harm from alcohol.  
 
Cheap alcohol products account for a small proportion of alcohol products for sale in WA, 
however they are overrepresented in regards to the harm caused. Therefore it is of little 
surprise that research supports that reducing the affordability of alcohol is the single most 
effective intervention to reduce alcohol-related harms.2,3 A floor price for alcohol focuses on 
reducing this disproportionate harm by providing a targeted measure that seeks to reduce 
alcohol use among individuals who drink at high-risk levels, without affecting those who drink 
at low-risk levels.   
 
Combined with other complimentary population wide initiatives, the introduction of a floor 
price in the Northern Territory has resulted in a 19% decrease in alcohol-related emergency 
department presentations and a 13% decrease in alcohol-related assaults. With minimal 
implementation and ongoing costs, alongside the proven benefits in the Northern Territory, 
the introduction of a minimum price for alcohol in WA would be an appropriate ‘good value 
for money’ policy to implement as part of this reform process.  
 
 

2. Prioritise the prevention and minimisation of harm from alcohol 
 
The current reform has the potential to implement significant changes to the regulation of 
alcohol in WA. Regardless of the outcomes of the reform, Injury Matters entrusts that 
preventing and minimising alcohol-related harm will be at the centre of all decisions being 
made. 
 
The inclusion of “improved licensing framework – reduce red tape and maximise 
opportunities for industry” as a reform proposal raises some concerns for Injury Matters, 
particularly regarding the focus of the reform being to increase alcohol availability. We 
recognise that some of the specific proposals itemised under this heading may not 

https://www.injurymatters.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/AlcoholPositionStatement.pdf
https://www.injurymatters.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/AlcoholPositionStatement.pdf
https://cancerwa.asn.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/2022-06-WAs-Hidden-Crisis-Harm-from-alcohol-FINAL.pdf
https://cancerwa.asn.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/2022-06-WAs-Hidden-Crisis-Harm-from-alcohol-FINAL.pdf


 

necessarily result in an increased access to alcohol in the community, however some may, 
and the suggestion that the industry is a priority cohort is of concern.  
 
We acknowledge that by nature the liquor laws require the integration of multiple 
stakeholders, however the competing priorities of the liquor industry, tourism industry, 
hospitality industry and the health sector can make it significantly challenging to ensuring 
that preventing harm from alcohol in the WA community is the highest priority. Injury Matters 
supports Cancer Council WA in the recommendation for “to cater for the requirements of 
consumers for liquor and related services, with regard to the proper development of the 
liquor industry, the tourism industry, and other hospitality industries in the State” (the current 
section 5(1)(c) of the Act), to be removed or demoted to a secondary object of the Act.  

 
 

3. Reduce exposure to alcohol marketing 
 
There is no questioning that exposure to alcohol marketing has an influence on children and 
young people’s beliefs and attitudes towards drinking alcohol, and the likelihood that 
adolescents will start to use alcohol.4,5 The Alcohol Beverage Advertising Code (ABAC) 
Scheme has a significant role to play in preventing children and young people’s exposure to 
alcohol marketing, however the largely unregulated nature of this Scheme is a key concern 
for Injury Matters.   
 
Injury Matters supports Cancer Council WA’s recommendations regarding reducing children 
and young people’s exposure to alcohol use and marketing through liquor licensing.  

• Alcohol advertising and promotion should be identified as an area of particular concern 

and the Act should be amended to enable the introduction of measures to prevent 

young people’s exposure to all forms of alcohol advertising and promotion, and reduce 

the volume of alcohol advertising and promotion in the community.  

• Restrictions should include controls on alcohol advertising and promotion as conditions 

of liquor licences (e.g., provisions that restrict advertising on the outside of licensed 

premises within 500m of schools and venues frequented by children and young 

people); designate alcohol advertising and promotion-free zones (e.g., around schools 

and venues frequented by children and young people); and phase out alcohol 

advertising and promotion on government property (e.g., government land where 

alcohol is frequently advertised and young people are exposed).   

• Consider how the Act, the Regulations and/or conditions placed on liquor licences 

could prevent the use of data mining practices to reduce children and young people’s 

and other at-risk communities’ exposure to digital alcohol marketing. 

 

4. Stronger regulation of the online sale and home delivery of alcohol 
 
Technological advancements are forever changing the consumer landscape, and the alcohol 
industry is no different. The expansion of the online alcohol marketplace is increasing the 
availability and accessibility of alcohol, which may result in additional harm to the WA 
community.   
 
To ensure the current liquor reforms provide better community protections for the current 
and future online sale of alcohol, Injury Matters supports Cancer Council WA’s calls to 
amend the Act and/or the Liquor Control Regulations 1989 to: 

• Require that no alcohol deliveries be left unattended at the delivery address and that 

proof of age is checked for all alcohol deliveries, to minimise the risk of children and 

young people accessing alcohol bought online. 



 

• Restrict all alcohol delivery hours to between 10am and 10pm to minimise risks from 

alcohol use in the home late at night, such as the risks of family violence and suicide, 

which peak late at night. 

• Introduce a mandatory delay of two hours between alcohol order and delivery to 

prevent impulsive alcohol purchases and reduce the risk of rapid delivery enabling 

people to drink to high-risk levels. 

• Require online alcohol retailers to use an independent digital age verification 

mechanism.  

• Require alcohol delivery businesses to report alcohol delivery data to the Department to 

enable independent research and inform further reviews of the regulations as the online 

alcohol marketplace evolves. We recommend the Act is also amended to explicitly 

authorise the collection, use and disclosure of information for (amongst other matters) 

the monitoring and evaluation of liquor licences, and health related research.  

 
5. Targeted consideration for zero alcohol products as an emerging challenge 

 
Injury Matters acknowledges the benefit that zero alcohol products may have in providing an 
alcohol-free alternative for individuals seeking to reduce their alcohol intake. However, with 
zero alcohol products available in a number of supermarkets and a proportion of the 
products being produced by high-profile alcohol brands, the sale and promotion of zero 
alcohol products can increase children and young people’s exposure to alcohol marketing.   
 
Given the significant nature of the current reform, Injury Matters trusts that the reform will 
consider zero alcohol products within the scope of the review process and suggests the 
need to consider how the sale and promotion of zero alcohol products aligns with that of 
alcoholic products.  

 
 

6. Provide resourcing to monitor and enforce WA’s liquor laws 
 
The ensure the successful role out of any amendments to legislation, compliance and 
enforcement is essential. Injury Matters supports the need for the proposed changes to WA’s 
liquor laws to be complimented by additional resources for WA Police and the Department of 
Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries to ensure the Act is effectively monitored 
and enforced.  
 
 
 
 
Injury Matters welcomes the opportunity to be involved in all future consultation activities 
outlined within the Discussion Paper. Please do not hesitate to contact Samantha Menezes 
on 6166 7688 or smenezes@injurymatters.org.au to arrange a meeting or for clarification of 
any of the components of this submission.  
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