Reporting on road traffic incidents
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The media has significant power to educate the public about social issues and drive change, which can
have positive and negative consequences on road safety in WA. Be part of positive change in the
media with these simple steps as you report on road traffic incidents.

If you or anyone you know has been affected by a road crash, contact Road Trauma Support WA on 1300 004 814.

Help Seeking Information
w List at least two crisis support services in any news article, which is selected based

on the mode of communication and topic at hand.

Language
It is important to consider the language used and how it may be interpreted by the audience.
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Interview and Consent

Informed consent should be obtained from an appropriate contact of the individual/s
involved in the road traffic incident before identifying those involved.

Story Prominence
Adequate length and placement of the road traffic report is important. Short duration or inferior
placement can appear as an afterthought, which undermines the severity of the issue.

For more details on
how to report on
road traffic incidents,
scan the QR Code
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