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Position Paper Puts Alcohol Use in its Place 
As part of our commitment to creating a safer WA, Injury Matters has released the Alcohol-related 
injuries in Western Australia Position Paper to address alcohol’s significant impact on the health 
and safety of Western Australians. 

Injury Matters Chief Executive, Sandy Lukjanowski said “alcohol currently has a significant 
negative impact on the health and safety of Western Australians, and additional measures are 
needed to reduce the incidence of alcohol-related injuries”. 

Alcohol is the highest risk factor for injury. While several policies are in place in WA that aim to 
reduce alcohol-related harm, including requirements regarding the licensing for the sale of 
alcohol, trading hours of licensed premises, responsible service of alcohol standards and others, 
more can be done to reduce the impact of alcohol-related injuries on the WA community. 

Injury Matters General Manager of Injury Prevention, Samantha Menezes said, “Excessively 
cheap alcohol causes disproportionate harm in WA. There is a strong dose-response relationship 
between the amount of alcohol used and the likelihood of injury, resulting in alcohol contributing 
to 15% of the overall burden of injuries in 2018.” 

“It is estimated that 62,213 alcohol-related injuries cost WA $1.9 billion in health care costs, 
longer-term care needs, loss of paid productivity and loss of quality of life in 2012,” Ms Menezes 
said. 

Injury Matters’ Alcohol-related injuries in Western Australia Position Paper promotes a holistic 
approach requiring a balance of measures to reduce the overall use of alcohol alongside 
interventions targeting injury-specific behaviours, like drink driving and alcohol-related assault. 

Access the Alcohol-related injuries in Western Australia Position Paper to learn how you can reduce 
the impact of alcohol-related harm on your community. Visit 
https://www.injurymatters.org.au/informationhub/position-statements-and-policy-submissions/  
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For further information, interview, and photo opportunities, contact Ashleigh Kostecki, Communications 
and Marketing Coordinator, on 6166 7688 or communications@injurymatters.org.au. 
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